
 

 

PLATEAU STATE 

 
 
Geopolitical Profile: What is geographically known as Plateau State today was a province under 
the then Northern Region of Nigeria until 1967, when the four regions were divided into states. 
Benue-Plateau state was carved out of the former Northern Region. Subsequent state creation 
exercises in 1976 and 1996 led to the creation of Benue and Nasarawa states respectively out of 
Plateau State. It has an area of 26,899 square kilometers, the state is located between latitude 
80°24'N and longitude 80°32' and 100°38' east. Presently, the state has seventeen (17) local 
government areas which include; Jos North, Jos East, Jos South, Bassa, Riyom, Barkin Ladi, 
Bokkos, Mangu,Pankshin, Kanke, Kanam, Langtang North, Langtang South, Wase, Mikang, 
Shendam and Quanpan local government areas. Plateau state derives its name from the 
geographical landscape that predominates this part of the country which is often referred to as 
the Jos Plateau. The state has over 50 ethnic groups, each with a distinct cultural heritage with no 
single dominant group. The people are hospitable, friendly and accommodating.  
The state is currently ruled by the All Progressive Congress (APC) which came into power on 
29th May 2015. The state House of Assembly has a total of 24 members representing the 17 local 
government areas of the state. There are 8 members representing the state in the Federal House 
of Representatives, 6 of them are drawn from the PDP while 2 from the APC. The State has 3 
APC senators representing the state in the Senate chamber of the National Assembly. 
 



 

 

Economic Climate and Potentials: Plateau State economic potentials is mainly agrarian with 
over 70% of its population engaging in agriculture or agricultural related areas. The soil and 
climatic conditions of the state favours the production of exotic crops like Irish potatoes, apples, 
grapes, wheat, barley and vegetables. The region produces about 200,000 tons of Irish potatoes 
annually, these crops are grown throughout the year: rain-fed during the wet season and irrigated 
during the dry season. Irrigation water is derived from two sources, dams and old mine ponds. 
Plateau is blessed in commercial quantities of minerals such as barite, kaolin, phosphate, 
precious stones among other.  
 
Investment Policies and Climate/Institutions: Plateau state has abundant agricultural and 
mineral resources which have provided the state with a solid base for industrialization, creating 
opportunities in activities such as food processing, production of beer, beverages and milk 
products. Also, agriculture receives a great boost in the State as the government in a bit to make 
farming attractive to the youths and in order to make farming economical and profitable to 
farmers, form the Agriculture Services and Training Centre (ASTC) who is a member of a 
company established by the state government in collaboration with SEC Agriculture, a company 
which pride itself using the most innovative Israeli technology to revolutionize agriculture in the 
state using a highly mechanize method of farming thereby, attracting investors in the sector 
Many industries have started to take advantage of the abundant raw materials in Plateau State. 
These include mining-related industries such as Makeri Smelting Company, Kaolin industry in 
Barkin Ladi, Gold and Base, Exiands and Kaduna Prospectus. Most of the industries in Plateau 
State are agro-based types utilizing local agricultural materials. A few well-known agro-based 
industries in the state are NASCO Foods, NASCO Packs, Jos International Breweries, Northern 
Nigeria Fibre Products and Grand Cereal and Oil Mills Ltd. Tourism is another major economic 
potential in the Plateau with the beautiful and excellent weather has given Plateau state a strong 
potential as a destination for tourism and recreation, with spectacular rock formation to climb, 
peaceful spots to picnic in, lakes for swimming and wide variety of wild life to see which attract 
plenty visitors and investors alike.  
 
Plateau State has one of the best investment policies in the country, which aimed at attracting 
every investor within and outside the country through the State Economic Empowerment and 



 

 

Development Strategy (SEEDS) which is aimed at promoting economic growth and to improve 
governance, providing for the social needs of the people and combating poverty. Hence, 
necessitated the government to set up the Plateau Industrial Development Authority (PIDA) to 
serve as a link between it and the business community in pursuit of government investment 
policy, PIDA offers the following; incentives to prospective investors in the state through the 
development of industrial estate in each Local Government Area of the state. Also facilitating the 
timely issuance of certificate of occupancy of industrial business sites, waivers of fees in respect 
of land transaction involving new business, tax cuts, accessible road and good security for 
business, granting the option of conversion of compensation for land to equity shares in new 
project to customary owner of the land involved, exemption of new businesses from property 
rates for a specified period and allocation of a large sum of money (3 million naira at the outset 
in 1986) annually to support agro-allied industries among other incentives which has started to 
pay off with the presence of virtually all banks and financial institution and other business in the 
state.  
 
FINDINGS 
 
Public Access to budget documents  
 
Plateau state scores 8 out of 100 on the State Budget Transparency Index.   While the majority of 
documents are produced, not a single document is publicly available.  Only the Citizen’s Budget, 
Accountant-General’s Report, and Auditor-General’s Report are not produced. 
 
Public participation in the budget  
 
Citizens and CSOs in Plateau state have no space to be involved in the budget process with a 
score of 0 out of 100.   
 
 
 
 



 

 

Public access to procurement information 
 
With a score of 37 out of 100, citizens have minimal access to procurement information in 
Plateau state.  While there is no formal law regulating the procurement process, the Plateau State 
Tenders Board regulates the procurement process.   
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
CIRDDOC recommends the following to improve budget transparency, public participation in 
the budget process, and transparency in the procurement process: 
 
Budget Transparency 
 
The government can easily improve budget transparency in Plateau state by timely publishing 
online the following documents that are already produced: 

 Call circular for the budget: submission of proposals, preparation and guidelines 
 Proposed Recurrent and Capital Estimates of the Government of Plateau state of Nigeria  
 State Appropriation Law 
 Plateau State: Quarterly Review 
 Plateau State: Half-Year Review  

 
The Plateau State Ministry of Finance and Economic Planning should do the following: 

 partner with CSOs in the state to develop a Citizen’s Budget.   
 produce and publish the Accountant-General’s Report and Auditor-General’s Report. 

 
Public Participation 
 
To effectively take advantage of knowledge of CSOs and citizens, the government in Plateau 
state should do the following: 



 

 

 open the budget formulation process to all constituencies; establish effective mechanisms 
to solicit the public’s inputs on what should be included in the State Draft Estimates; and 
clearly articulate what the government expects to do with these inputs. 

 publish a list of beneficiaries of projects, subsidies, social plans and other targeted 
spending from MDAs. 

 establish practical mechanisms for the public to provide inputs on how the budget is 
being implemented along with reports on how these inputs are used. 

 
Similarly, the Plateau State House of Assembly should do the following: 

 open all committee hearings on the budget to the public where citizens and CSOs can 
testify and publish reports on these hearings. 

 Hold public hearings on the Auditor-General’s Report. 
 
Lastly, the Auditor-General should do the following:  

 establish practical mechanisms for the public to submit inputs on what should be audited. 
 
Procurement Process 
 
To improve the entire procurement processes, the following should be done: 

 the government should introduce a bill regulating the procurement process; establish an 
independent State Tenders Board to regulate the procurement process in the state and the 
necessary resources to fulfill its duty and establish a procurement complaint board that 
manages an alternative dispute resolution mechanism. 

 this State Tenders Board should open bidding documents in public immediately after the 
bidding process is closed. 

 the State Tenders Board should publish all procurement decisions along with their 
justifications and for all community projects. 

 
Access to Information 
 
To improve access to information in the state, the government should do the following: 



 

 

1. Domesticate the Freedom of Information (FOI) Act, 2011. 
2. Establish Freedom of Information (FOI) Agency in the state 


