
 

 

GOMBE STATE 
 

 Map of Nigeria showing Gombe State in red 
 
Geopolitical Profile: Gombe State (Jewel in the Savannah), located in the North East 
geopolitical zone, was created out of the then Bauchi State in 1996, with Gombe town as its 
administrative and commercial capital. The State covers an area of 20,265km² and shares 
common boundaries with all the five other States in the North East: Adamawa, Bauchi, 
Borno, Taraba and Yobe. The State has Eleven (11) Local Government Areas (LGAs) and 
114 Wards. The Local Government Areas are: Akko, Balanga, Billiri, Dukku, Funakaye, 
Gombe, Kaltungo, Kwami, Nafada, Shongom and Yamaltu/Deba. 
 
Gombe State originated from the fusion of two distinct large groups: the Gombe Emirate in 
the North and the ethnic grouping in the South, known as Tangale-Waja. The 2006 
population census gave the State’s population figures at 2,353,000. Major tribes in the State 
include Waja, Tangale, Tera, Fulani, Bolewa, Kanuri, Jukun, Cham, Tula, Pero/Shonge and 
Kamo/Awak; however, Hausa language is widely spoken all over the State. 
 
The State has been administered by the People’s Democratic Party (PDP) from 2003 till date. 
The current governor is Alhaji Ibrahim Hassan Dankwambo, Ph.D (OON), a seasoned 
accountant and one-time Accountant-General of the State and also of the Federation.  
 
There are 24 seats in the State House of Assembly representing the 11 LGAs, with the ruling 
PDP having 13 seats while the All People’s Congress (APC) has 9 seats. 
 
Economic/Commercial/Investment Profile: The unique location of Gombe at the centre of 
the North East has made it a resting and meeting point for travellers and traders from 
different parts of the geopolitical zones and beyond, long before the State was created. The 
people of Gombe State are not only commercially oriented, but also large scale farmers, 
especially of millet, beans, maize, rice, sorghum, bambara nut, groundnut and sesame, which 
are basic raw materials in high demand by industries within and outside the State. Agriculture 



 

 

engages about 80% of Gombe’s active population, it has been enhanced by irrigation which is 
made possible due to the presence of three multipurpose dams, namely Cham, Balanga and 
Dadin Kowa. Two of these dams also have hydro electric power potentials and are popular 
tourist attractions. 
 
Almost thirty different minerals have been discovered in the region although only a small 
portion of the population actively participates in mining activities. Some of Gombe State's 
mineral resources include uranium, gypsum and limestone. Petroleum deposits were also 
discovered. The Ashaka Cement Company utilises limestone and gypsum to manufacture 
cement. The Uranium Prospecting Company also runs its operation from Gombe. 
 
The state has enormous tourism potential which still needs to be exploited. The mountainous 
areas that lie in the well-known Gongola Basin have numerous attractions and camping sites. 
Other popular sites include the Bubayero Tomb in Gombe, Abaa town and the Tula Battle 
Field.  
 
FINDINGS 
 
Public Access to budget documents  
 
Gombe state scores 27 out of 100 on the State Budget Transparency Index.   The State Draft 
Estimates is publicly available on request.  The State Budget Call Circular, State Budget 
Appropriation Law, Accountant General’s Report and Auditor General’s Report are produced 
for internal use only.  The Quarterly Reports are not produced. 
 
Public participation in the budget  
 
Citizens and CSOs in Gombe state have no space to be involved in the budget process with a 
score of 0 out of 100.   
 
Public access to procurement information 
 
With a score of 30 out of 100, citizens have minimal access to procurement information in 
Gombe.  The Due Process Office of Gombe regulates the procurement process.  Tenders are 
publicly opened after the bidding process is closed. 
 
Recommendations 
 
CIRDDOC recommends the following to improve budget transparency, public participation 
in the budget process, and transparency in the procurement process: 
 
Budget Transparency 
 



 

 

The government can easily increase budget transparency in Gombe state by timely 
publishing, online, the following documents: 

 Request for Submission of Budget Estimates to MDAs 
 Gombe State Appropriation Law 
 Report of the Accountant General  
 Report of the Auditor General on the Accounts of the Government of Gombe State  

 
The Ministry of Budget & Planning of Gombe state should do the following: 

 partner with CSOs in the state to develop a Citizen’s Budget.   
 produce and publish the Quarterly Reports and Mid-Year Review. 

 
Public Participation 
 
To effectively take advantage of knowledge of CSOs and citizens, the government in Gombe 
state should do the following: 

 open the budget formulation process to all constituencies; establish effective 
mechanisms to solicit the public’s inputs on what should be included in the State 
Draft Estimates; and clearly articulate what the government expects to do with these 
inputs. 

 publish a list of beneficiaries of projects, subsidies, social plans and other targeted 
spending from MDAs. 

 establish practical mechanisms for the public to provide inputs on how the budget is 
being implemented along with reports on how these inputs are used. 

 
Similarly, the Gombe State House of Assembly should do the following: 

 open committee hearings on the budget to public where citizens and CSOs can testify 
and publish reports on these hearings. 

 open the hearings on the Auditor General’s Report to the public. 
 
Lastly, the Auditor General should do the following:  

 establish practical mechanisms for the public to submit inputs on what should be 
audited. 

 
Procurement Process 
 
To improve the entire procurement processes, the following should be done: 

 the government should ensure that the Due Process Guideline is enacted into law. 
 the government should give the Due Process Office the authority to regulate all the 

procurement process in the state the resources necessary to fulfill its duty and 
establish a procurement complaint board that manages an alternative dispute 
resolution mechanism. 

 the Due Process Office should publish all procurement decisions along with their 
justifications and for all community projects. 



 

 

 
Access to Information 
 
To improve access to information in the state, the government should do the following: 
1. Domesticate the Freedom of Information (FOI) Act, 2011. 
2. Establish Freedom of Information (FOI)Agency in the state 


