
 

 

RIVERS STATE 

 
Geopolitical Profile: Rivers State, one of Nigeria’s 36 states was created from the then Eastern 
Region of Nigeria by Decree No. 19 of 1967. The territory had once been referred to as oil 
Rivers protectorate, a name derived from its central role in the oil trades of the last two centuries. 
First, the trade in palm oil and then crude oil. The state is the heart of the hydro-carbon industry, 
responsible for a huge chunk of the nation’s foreign exchange earnings. It is accountable for over 
48% of crude oil produced on-shore in the world. The strategic importance of Rivers State in the 
economic equation of Nigeria earned it the name, Treasure base of the nation. Port Harcourt, the 
state capital, is known all over the world as the garden city, because of its beautiful layout and 
decent environment. Port Harcourt is indeed one of the fastest growing metropolitan cities in 
Africa. 
The State is bounded on the South by the Atlantic Ocean, on the North by Anambra, Imo and 
Abia States, the East by Akwa Ibom State and the west by Bayelsa and Delta State. Rivers State, 
which is in the Niger Delta, has topography of flat plains with a network of rivers and tributaries. 
These include new Calabar, orashi, Bonny, Sombreiro and Bartholomew Rivers. With a tropical 
climate, numerous rivers and vast areas of arable land, the people of Rivers State have lived up 
to their tradition of agriculture, especially fishing and farming, commerce and industry. Beside 
Oil and Gas, Rivers State is blessed with many natural resources including timber, white sand 
beaches, clay fro ceramics, (ash, yellow, and red) etc, all yearning for exploitation.  



 

 

The state has a population of about 5.6 million people who have a rich and unique cultural 
heritage usually known to be friendly and hospitable. These come from various ethnic 
nationalities namely Abua, Andoni, Ekpeye, Engenni, Etche, Ibani, Ogba, Ikwerre, Kalabari, 
Ndoni, Okrika, etc. these ethnic groups have existed together for centuries, long before the 
creation of the state and are currently distributed in 23 local government Areas. 
Economic Potentials, Investment Policies and Situational Analysis: Port Harcourt is 
Nigeria’s second largest commercial and agricultural centre and has the second busiest seaport in 
Nigeria. This cosmopolitan city has a busy international airport with regular local and 
international flights to all parts of the country and major cities of the world. It marks the eastern 
terminal of Nigeria’s railway system. Besides, Rivers State with 23 Local Government Area 
boasts of four degrees warding institutions, two refineries, a petro-chemical plant, fertilizer plant 
and a liquefied natural gas plant. Rivers State is described as the INVESTORS haven. Due to the 
present administration’s plan to vigorously pursue vast infrastructural development to a global 
standard with a friendly people and harmonious environment, the number of interested local and 
foreign investors has continued to rise.  
Presently, Rivers state Government is controlled by the people Democratic Party and a 
legislative branch of the Government of Rivers State inaugurated in 1979. It is a unicameral body 
with 32 members elected into 32 state constituencies. Rivers state is currently consisted of 23 
Local Government Areas, all of which handle local administration, under an elected chairman 
and each of the local government areas has its own administration capital.     
The Nigeria National Assembly delegation from Rivers State comprises three senators 
representing Rivers East, Rivers West, Rivers Central and thirteen Representatives representing 
Degema/Bonny, Okrika/ Ogu-Bolo, Asalga/Akulga, Ahoada West/Ogba-Egbema-Ndoni, Port 
Harcourt 1, Ikwerre/Emohua, Khana/Gokana, Etche/Oyibo,Abua-Odua/ Ahoada East, 
Obio/Akpor, Port Harcourt 2 and Andoni/ Opobo-Nkoro. 
FINDINGS 
 
Public Access to budget documents  
 



 

 

Rivers state scores 14 out of 100 on the State Budget Transparency Index.   While the majority 
of documents are produced, not a single document is publicly available. Citizen’s Budget, 
Quarterly Reports and Mid-Year Review are not produced. 
 
Public participation in the budget  
 
Citizens and CSOs in Rivers state have little or no space to be involved in the budget process 
with a score of 8 out of 100.   The Auditor-General has some limited mechanisms to solicit 
inputs on what should be audited. 
 
Public access to procurement information 
 
With a score of 70 out of 100, citizens have significant access to procurement information in 
Rivers state.  The Rivers State Procurement Law of 2008 established the Rivers State Bureau on 
Public Procurement.  This Bureau is the source of all bidding guidance documents and opens 
bids with a slight delay after the bidding process is closed.  All procurement awards are 
published online.  The Bureau has a fully functioning procurement complaint board that 
publishes all disputes online 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
CIRDDOC recommends the following to improve budget transparency, public participation in 
the budget process, and transparency in the procurement process: 
 
Budget Transparency 
 
The government can easily increase budget transparency in Rivers state by timely publishing 
online the following documents that are already produced: 

 Rivers State Budget Call Circular 
 Rivers State Government Budget Draft Estimates  
 Rivers State of Nigeria Appropriation Law  



 

 

 Rivers State Government Report of the Accountant-General with Financial Statements. 
 Report of the Auditor-General, Rivers State on the accounts of the government of Rivers 

State of Nigeria. 
 
The Rivers State Ministry of Finance and Economic Planning should do the following: 

 partner with CSOs in the state to develop a Citizen’s Budget.   
 produce and publish the Quarterly Reports and Mid-Year Review. 

 
Public Participation 
 
To effectively take advantage of knowledge of CSOs and citizens, the government of Rivers 
state should do the following: 

 open the budget formulation process to all constituencies; establish effective mechanisms 
to solicit the public’s inputs on what should be included in the State Draft Estimates; and 
clearly articulate what the government expects to do with these inputs. 

 publish a list of beneficiaries of projects, subsidies, social plans and other targeted 
spending from MDAs. 

 establish practical mechanisms for the public to provide inputs on how the budget is 
being implemented along with reports on how these inputs are used. 

 
Similarly, the Rivers State House of Assembly should do the following: 

 open all committee hearings on the budget to the public where citizens and CSOs can 
testify and publish reports on these hearings. 

 open the hearings on the Auditor-General’s Report to the public. 
 
Lastly, the Auditor-General should do the following:  

 expand the practical mechanisms for the public to submit inputs on what should be 
audited. 

 
Procurement Process 
 



 

 

To improve the entire procurement processes, the following should be done: 
 the State Tenders Board should open bidding documents in public immediately after the 

bidding process is closed. 
 the State Tenders Board should publish justification for contracts awarded and for all 

community projects 


